
 

 

September 11, 2008 
 
TO:  Superintendents, Principals, Business Managers, Charter School Administrators, Title I Directors, Special 
Education Directors, Testing Coordinators, Technology Coordinators and Public Information Officers  
 
FROM:  Tom Luna, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
 
RE:  Weekly E-Newsletter 
 
IN THIS REPORT: 
• Superintendent Luna unveils FY2010 budget request 
• 2008 Holiday Card Contest  
• Update Idaho District Contact Information database 
• Superintendent’s Schedule 
• What’s New 
• Reminders 
• Upcoming Deadlines 
 
 
SUPERINTENDENT LUNA UNVEILS FY2010 BUDGET REQUEST (GO TO TOP) 
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Luna unveiled the fiscal year 2010 Public Schools Budget request, which 
includes additional funding to address long-standing education issues. Superintendent Luna requested $1.496 billion for 
public schools in fiscal year 2010, a 5.4 percent increase over the previous year.  About 40 percent of the additional 
funding request will cover growth in Idaho’s student population. 
 
“Once again, I am requesting the Governor and Idaho Legislature to fund programs that will put more money directly 
into the classroom and focus on raising student achievement across Idaho,” said Superintendent Luna. “This budget 
includes funding for classroom supplies and materials, advanced opportunities for Idaho high school students and 
increased pay for Idaho’s educators. I recognize this will be a tight budget year and knowing this, I have submitted a 
prudent and responsible budget request.” 
 
Highlights of the FY2010 Public Schools Budget Request: 
 
• Idaho Math Initiative: $5.3 million.  Superintendent Luna requested a $1.3 million increase in funding over the 

previous year.  The funding increase will fund: 
o Professional development for teachers and administrators; 
o Two additional regional math specialists; 
o Intervention tools for high school students who struggle with math as well as high-achieving students who 

need advanced opportunities; 
o Full implementation of the Primary Math Assessment in grades K-2. 

 
• Dual Credit: $3.5 million. Superintendent Luna requested $3.5 million to implement a statewide concurrent credit 

program that will allow Idaho’s high school juniors and seniors to take up to six college-level credits their junior 



 

 

year and up to six college-level credits their senior year.  The Dual Credit Task Force, which began meeting in July 
2008, is working to develop a plan for statewide implementation and will present its recommendations to the 2009 
Legislature. 

 
• Gifted and Talented: $2 million.  Superintendent Luna requested $2 million for gifted and talented programs, a $1 

million increase over the previous year, to enhance the gifted and talented programs offered in Idaho schools. The 
increase in funding will specifically help more Idaho teachers earn a gifted and talented endorsement and create 
regional gifted and talented centers for excellence, which will provide training and mentoring for schools and 
districts within each region. The request will also provide the first direct state support for gifted and talented 
programs. 

 
• Pay for Teachers, Administrators and Classified Employees: Superintendent Luna requested an average 3.5 

percent increase in teacher pay, one-third of which will increase the base pay for teachers and raise the minimum 
teacher salary. The remaining two-thirds of the increase in teacher pay will be used to fund a pay-for-performance 
plan for teachers, which will offer Idaho teachers the recognition and rewards they deserve. Superintendent Luna 
requested an average 2 percent increase in the base pay for school administrators and an average 3 percent increase 
in base pay for the classified staff who work in Idaho’s schools. Superintendent Luna also created a “super-
classified” category for classified staff, which will give school districts additional funding to help raise the base pay 
for highly skilled professionals and managerial positions within school districts, such as human resource directors, 
business managers and IT personnel. 

 
• Classroom Supplies: $5.7 million. Superintendent Luna requested a 6.2 percent increase to this existing program, 

which gives every Idaho classroom teacher $350 a year to spend on classroom supplies and materials. The increase 
will accommodate growth in the number of classroom teachers and provide every school library in the state $350 
per year to spend on necessary supplies and materials. 

 
 
2008 HOLIDAY CARD CONTEST (GO TO TOP) 
 
Each year, the State Department of Education sponsors a Holiday Card contest to draw attention to art programs in 
Idaho’s elementary schools. One drawing is selected for the Department’s holiday greeting. The child who submits the 
selected artwork receives cards for his or her own use.  The winning entry for each grade also receives a certificate.  
This art contest is a very special tradition here at the State Department of Education, and we all look forward to 
continuing the tradition this year and seeing examples of elementary school children’s art on display. Please visit 
www.sde.idaho.gov and click on “Holiday Card Contest” under the Latest News heading to learn more. If you have 
questions, please contact Melissa McGrath, the Department’s Public Information Officer, at (208) 332-6818 or 
MRMcGrath@sde.idaho.gov.  
 
 
UPDATE IDAHO DISTRICT CONTACT INFORMATION DATABASE (GO TO TOP) 
 
With the start of a new school year, we at the State Department of Education want to ensure important communications 
from the Department are reaching you! Please help us by updating your school district’s information in the Idaho 
District Contact Information (IDCI) database at http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/data_collection.htm. The Department 



 

 

uses the information in this database to distribute all important memos, letters and other communications, including this 
Weekly E-Newsletter, which serves as the Department’s primary communication source with schools and school 
districts. If you need assistance updating your information in IDCI, please refer to a step-by-step instruction guide 
posted on this Web page. 
 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S SCHEDULE (GO TO TOP) 
 
• Superintendent Luna will attend the State Board of Land Commissioners meeting from 9 a.m. to noon on Tuesday, 

September 16 in Boise.  
 
• Superintendent Luna will attend the Teacher Performance Evaluation Task Force meeting from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 

Wednesday, September 17 and Thursday, September 18 in Boise. 
 
• Superintendent Luna will appear on Idaho Public Television’s “Dialogue” show to discuss the Teacher Performance 

Evaluation Task Force at 8:30 p.m. (MT) on Thursday, September 18.  Visit 
http://www.idahoptv.org/dialogue/index.cfm for more information. 

 
 
WHAT’S NEW (GO TO TOP) 
 
• Public Education (K-12) Funding Study – The Joint Legislative Oversight Committee (JLOC), an equally 

divided bipartisan committee of the Idaho Legislature, has directed the nonpartisan Office of Performance 
Evaluations (OPE) to study adequacy issues in K-12 public education funding. One of the key objectives of this 
study is to identify and understand current adequacy issues from the stakeholder’s perspective. OPE staff will 
engage key stakeholders by: 
o conducting a statewide web-based survey within the next few weeks of all superintendents, principals, and 

school board members;  
o conducting a web-based survey within the next few weeks of a sample of teachers across the state; and 
o following up with superintendents in a forum setting at regional superintendent meetings. 
A project scope is available online at www.idaho.gov/ope/. For more information, please contact Rakesh Mohan or 
Jeff Shinn (team lead) at rmohan@ope.idaho.gov or jshinn@ope.idaho.gov. Please note: OPE is currently 
conducting two education studies. This study is being conducted independent of the second, Feasibility of School 
District Services Consolidation. 

 
• Digital Exhibits from Idaho Historical Society – The Idaho Historical Society has posted digital exhibits online 

to help teachers use these exhibits in the classroom, without taking a field trip.  To view digital exhibits on mining 
and the Oregon Trail, please visit http://www.idahohistory.net/collections/index.html.   

 
• Science, Math and Technology competition – eCYBERMISSION is a Web-based science, math and technology 

competition for 6th through 9th grade teams. Winning students receive a U.S. EE Savings Bonds. The U.S. Army 
started eCYBERMISSION in 2002 to spark student interest in science, math and technology and encourage them to 
pursue related careers. eCYBERMISSION is not a recruiting tool and does not track students after they participate 
in the competition. The competition fits easily into classroom curriculum by introducing students to the scientific 



 

 

method and how to apply it in real-life situations in their communities. Students from 96 teams are awarded 
regional and national prizes between $2,000 and $8,000 each year. For more information and to register (using the 
codeword CHALLENGE), go to www.ecybermission.com.  

 
• Charter Start Workshop – The State Department of Education is hosting a Charter Start! 101 workshop from 8:30 

a.m. to 5 p.m. on September 24, 2008 in the Barbara Morgan Conference Room at the Department offices. The 
Charter Start! 101 workshop was created last year to provide hands-on technical assistance for all new charter 
developers and any individual or group interested in a public school conversion.  It is designed to support charter 
school developers at all stages – from vision to implementation – and covers a range of topics, including public 
school finance, business plan development, student support services, school facilities and educational programming. 
The registration deadline is September 19, 2008.  If you have questions, please contact Lori Howard at 
LAHoward@sde.idaho.gov.   

 
• Project Learning Tree workshops – Project Learning Tree (PLT)/Idaho is offering a semester of professional 

development opportunities for teachers. Each workshop is available for one graduate level professional education 
credit (for recertification and pay-scale movement) from a choice of universities – $60. To enroll, send $20 
workshop fee per workshop (NOTE: Focus on Lit is $25) to PLT at 350 N 9th St., #304, Boise ID 83702.  Indicate 
the workshop(s) you wish to attend, and provide your contact information.  We’ll send you a memo with workshop 
details.  Visit http://www.idahoforests.org/plt1.htm to see a full list of workshops. 

 
• Curricular Materials Caravan – The Curricular Materials Caravan will start traveling throughout the state in 

October for newly approved math and professional-technical education materials.  Please visit 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/meetings_events/ to learn more and to view dates and locations of the Caravan. 

 
• Coordinated School Health workshops – The Coordinated School Health team at the State Department of 

Education, in conjunction with the Idaho Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 
(IAHPERD, is presenting three professional development workshops on Health and Physical Education on October 
1-4, 2008.  The IAHPERD Conference, titled “Climb Higher”, will have breakout sessions on health, physical 
education, recreation and dance. The Pre- and Post Conference, titled “Set Your Course… Best Practices Workshop 
in Health and Physical Education”, gives new innovations in National Health Education Standards, Health 
Education Curriculum Analysis Tool and National Association for Sport and Physical Education (NASPE) 
PIPEline Instruction Practice in K-12 P.E.  To register, please visit http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/csh/.  

 
• Integrated Pest Management Workshop – The Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) is sponsoring two 

workshops related to the use of pesticides in urban situations with emphasis on schools and other public properties.  
The agenda includes an introduction to the concept of integrated pest management (IPM), why IPM is good 
business and specific pest issues (bed bugs, hobo spiders, mosquitoes, yellow jackets, ants, mice and other insects 
of local interest). Additionally, EPA’s new Health School Environmental Assessment Tool (Healthy SEAT) will be 
discussed. These free workshops will be held in Idaho Falls on September 23 and in Caldwell on September 25. 
Pre-register for the Idaho Falls workshop with Jase Rumsey at (208) 525-7158 or Bob Hays at (208) 332-8610 
(Boise). Register with Bob Hays for the Caldwell workshop. 

 
• Idaho Energy Workshop for Teachers – The State Department of Education, Idaho National Laboratory and The 

National Energy Education Development (NEED) Project are sponsoring the Idaho Energy Workshop for Teachers 



 

 

on October 2-3, 2008 in Idaho Falls. Idaho teachers will have the unique opportunity to learn information and 
hands-on activities to teach students about wind energy, wind generated electricity, solar energy and photovoltaics. 
The workshop will be held October 2, 2008 from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 pm at Bonneville High School and continue on 
October 3, 2008 at 8 a.m. at Skyline High School. Thanks to a generous contribution from the Idaho National 
Laboratory, the workshop is free to teachers on a first-come, first-served basis. The deadline to register is 
September 25, 2008.  Visit http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/science/ to download to register. If you have questions, 
please contact Rebecca Lamb at rlamb@need.org or 800-875-5029. 

 
• Nominate a teacher for Micron Outstanding Idaho Science Teacher Award – Now is the time to nominate a 

teacher for the 2008 Micron Outstanding Idaho Science Teacher Awards by the Department of Physics at Idaho 
State University. The nomination deadline is September 23, 2008. If you know of an outstanding science teacher 
deserving recognition, please nominate them for one of these awards.  Visit 
http://www.physics.isu.edu/aapt/nomform.htm to download a nomination form. Thanks to a grant from Micron 
Technology, each teacher selected will receive a cash award of $250 and a plaque honoring their commitment to 
science education. The awards will be presented at the 2008 Idaho Science Teachers Association annual meeting in 
October. 

 
• America’s Legislators Back to School Program – Your ideas count! That’s the message state lawmakers want to 

bring to students across Idaho during the America’s Legislators Back to School Program. The program will start 
September 15 and continue throughout the school year, giving legislators and teachers flexibility in scheduling 
classroom visits. The America’s Legislators Back to School Program gives elected officials in Idaho the 
opportunity to meet personally with their young constituents and to answer questions, share ideas, listen to concerns 
and impart a greater understanding of the legislative processes necessary for developing knowledgeable citizens. 
Sponsored by the National Conference of State Legislatures, the program is designed to educate you people what it 
is like to be a state legislator: the processes, the pressures, and the debate, negotiation and compromise that are the 
very fabric of our democracy. The program is emphasized as a bipartisan event.  By entering the classroom and 
listening to students' perspectives, Idaho legislators are able to initiate a dialogue while letting students know that 
their ideas count.  Please contact Idaho State Coordinator, Jeannine Wood at jwood@senate.state.id.us or (208) 
332-1309, to participate. 

 
• Accreditation trainings – The Idaho Northwest Accreditation Association will be hosting regional administrator 

trainings during the month of September. These meetings, which start September 16, will be hosted by your 
Regional Northwest Accreditation Committee Members and Coordinators. For a full listing of dates, times and 
locations in each region, please visit http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/meetings_events/. If you have any questions, or 
for more information, please contact Cheryl Charlton, Idaho NAAS Executive Secretary, at 
execsec@northwestaccreditation.org or by calling (208) 830-1777. 

 
• Introduction to Service Learning – The State Department of Education’s Learn and Serve program is hosting a 

Webinar about service learning from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. (MT) on October 2, 2008 and 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. (MT) on 
October 3, 2008. To access the session, please visit http://67.202.210.70/launcher.cgi?room=SDE_Innovation. The 
Webinar is open to anyone interested in service learning for grades K-12. If you have questions, please contact 
Learn and Serve Coordinator Cheryl Kary at (208) 332-6913 or CMKary@sde.idaho.gov.   

 



 

 

• New Teacher of the Month program – Capital Educators Federal Credit Union (CapEd) has launched a new 
program to recognize area teachers with a $750 grant to use in their classrooms. Two Teacher of the Month winners 
will be selected from grant applications submitted from teachers within CapEd’s field of membership area, which 
includes the fifteen (15) southwestern Idaho counties. Each Teacher of the Month selected will receive a $750 
grant. Additionally, in June 2009, a Teacher of the Year in both large and small school districts will be selected and 
they will be awarded a $2,500 grant to be used the following school year. First applications are due September 15, 
2008. For full details about program, application forms, eligibility, and FAQ, teachers can go online at 
www.capedfcu.org or they can pick up the forms at any of the six CapEd locations in Ada and Canyon County. 
Applications or questions can be submitted to any of the CapEd branch locations, sent to Kathy Palumbo in the 
Meridian office by fax at (208) 855-0482, or emailed to Kathy@capedfcu.org.  

 
 
REMINDERS (GO TO TOP) 
 
• Fall In-Service Conferences – A list of the 2008 Fall In-Service Conference dates and locations has been posted 

on the State Department of Education Web site.  Please visit www.sde.idaho.gov and click on “Meetings and 
Events” to view the listing. If you have a fall conference that you would like listed, please e-mail the information 
about the conference to Melissa McGrath at MRMcGrath@sde.idaho.gov.   

 
• Secretary of State offers opportunity for 17-year-old students – In Idaho, if a student is 17 years old and a U.S. 

citizen, they can serve as a poll worker on Election Day. Idaho Code, Section 34-303 states, “A student may be 
appointed, notwithstanding lack eligibility to vote, if the student possesses the following qualifications: (1) Is at 
least seventeen (17) years of age at the time of the election to which he or she is serving as a member of an election 
board; (2) Is a citizen of the United States.” Please visit http://www.idahovotes.gov/Clerk.htm to find out how you 
can contact your local county clear and ask for more information. Student poll workers are paid for their time. 

 
• Register for School Improvement Workshops – Two workshop opportunities and a webinar are available for 

Title I schools and districts that have been identified for school improvement Alert, Year 1, Year 2, Corrective 
Action, or Restructuring based on the Spring 2008 ISAT scores.  You are eligible for this technical assistance even 
if you made AYP in Spring 2008 and are now in a Year I or beyond holding pattern (*).  Please visit 
http://csi.boisestate.edu/sessionregistration.htm to register for the School Improvement Workshop General Session, 
School Improvement Plan Writing Support Sessions or the CIP Tool Support Webinars – or register to attend all 
three. Please contact Katherine Weatherspoon at the (208) 426-4852 with event registration questions, and contact 
Lisa Kinnaman at (208) 426-2154 with questions regarding Title I School Improvement support. 

 
• DMA Trainings – The State Department of Education has scheduled Direct Math Assessment (DMA) trainings 

this fall for school district and school building testing coordinators and teachers. There is no additional charge for 
your district to attend the trainings. For more information or to register, please visit 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/math/ and download the registration form.  Please e-mail or fax your application to 
Sarah Bluemont at sbluemont@sde.idaho.gov  or (208) 334-2228.   

 
• 2008 Idaho Student Mock Election – Secretary of State Ben Ysursa invites your high school to participate in the 

2008 Idaho Student Mock Election. This online voting exercise has been developed in cooperation with the State 
Department of Education to instill an appreciation and importance of voting in Idaho’s young people. The goal of 



 

 

the program is to provide an active voting experience for high school students across the state.  Any high school 
government class is welcome to participate by using school computers during the mock election. The 2008 Idaho 
Student Mock Election will be available for two days only: Thursday, October 23 and Friday, October 24.  For more 
details, please visit http://www.sos.idaho.gov/isme/ISMEIndex.jsp. To participate, please e-mail a list of interested 
teachers and their school email addresses to isme@sos.idaho.gov or contact the SOS directly at (208) 334-2852. 

 
 
UPCOMING DEADLINES (GO TO TOP) 
 
• Sept. 17, 2008 – Constitution Day is September 17. Federal and state law requires all local education agencies that 

receive federal funds, including NCLB and IDEA, to teach about the U.S. Constitution on September 17 of each 
year. While neither the U.S. Department of Education nor the Idaho State Department of Education endorses any 
particular program or Web site, the State Department of Education has put together a list of informational resources 
that may provide useful information for schools developing Constitution Day programs. Visit 
www.sde.idaho.gov/socialstudies/ to download the Constitution Day brochure suggested resources.  

 
• Sept. 25, 2008 -- The deadline to submit Alternative Authorization – Teacher to New Certificate requests.  If you 

have questions, please contact Cina Oravez at (208) 332-6936 or CLOravez@sde.idaho.gov. Please submit 
complete application packets to Cina Oravez, Alternative Authorization Coordinator, prior to this date. You can 
mail applications to: 

State Department of Education 
ATTN: Cina Oravez 
PO Box 83720 
Boise, ID 83720-0027 
Boise, ID 83720-0027 

 
• Sept. 30, 2008 – The deadline to submit the FICA Match Report for the 2007-2008 school year. This covers July 1, 

2007 through June 30, 2008. The cover letter and the report form are available online at 
www.sde.idaho.gov/site/cnp/statistics_finance.htm. Completed reports should be faxed to Ken Lang at (208) 334-
2228. If you wish to e-mail the report, send it to KPLang@sde.idaho.gov, but please remember to include the 
required signature. If you have any questions, please contact Ken Lang at (208) 332-6858 or 
KPLang@sde.idaho.gov.  

 
• Sept. 30, 2008 – The deadline to submit nominations for Idaho Teacher of the Year to the State Department of 

Education. Applications for the 2009 Idaho Teacher of the Year are now available on the State Department of 
Education’s Web site at www.sde.idaho.gov/TeacheroftheYear.  Please note that the Idaho Teacher of the Year 
application is the same as the application for the National Teacher of the Year.  

 
• Oct. 15, 2008 – The deadline for school districts to submit the Annual Title I-A Comparability Report.  This is an 

annual requirement for all Districts.  The forms can be found at 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/title_one/#annual_reports and must be submitted as email attachments and sent to 
Susan Hansen at SCHansen@sde.idaho.gov. Minor changes have been made to the forms; if there are questions 
please contact Susan at (208) 332-6900.  

 



 

 

• Oct. 31, 2008 – The deadline for school districts and charter schools to submit the 2007-2008 IFARMS Annual 
Financial Report as required by Idaho Code 33-701(7).  The IFARMS Annual Financial Report forms and 
supporting documents can be found at http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/finance_tech/ifarms_forms.htm. If you have 
any questions, please contact Julie Oberle at (208) 332-6840 or JAOberle@sde.idaho.gov.    

 
• Oct. 31, 2008 – The deadline to submit materials for the U.S. Senate Youth Program. Each year, two outstanding 

student leaders from Idaho are selected as delegates to the program where they will travel to Washington, D.C. with 
all expenses paid and view their federal government in action, meet with national leaders on Capitol Hill, at the 
White House, the Supreme Court, the Pentagon and the State Department. Each student also receives a one-time 
$5,000 undergraduate college scholarship from the William Randolph Hearst Foundation. If you have any 
questions, please contact Amanda Salazar at (208) 332-6974. 

  
• Nov. 3, 2008 – The deadline to submit applications for the third annual BubbleWrap® Competition for Young 

Inventors, sponsored by the Sealed Air Corporation and The National Museum of Education. The contest is open to 
students in grades 5-8. This innovative contest incorporates national and state academic standards in the fields of 
engineering design, problem-solving, entrepreneurship and all of the core curricular subjects. Visit www.nmoe.org 
for more details about the competition. Applications may be received via hard copy mail, email or FAX. If you 
have further questions, please contact the National Museum of Education at info@nmoe.org or (330) 376-8300. 

 
• Nov. 10, 2008 – The deadline for school districts and charter schools to submit the 2007-2008 Independent Audit 

Report.  Idaho Code 33-701(6), which requires submission of the independent audit report, was modified during the 
2008 Legislative Session.  Not only was the due date changed from October 15 to November 10, but penalties for 
late submission were also added.  If the SDE has not received your report on or before November 10, your 
November 15 foundation payment may be withheld until the report is received.  Please work with your auditor and 
school board to ensure submission prior to November 10.  If you have any questions, please contact Julie Oberle at 
(208) 332-6840 or JAOberle@sde.idaho.gov.  

 
• Nov. 28, 2008 – The deadline to enter into the Council for America’s First Freedom’s 16th annual First Freedom 

Student Competition. The competition is a national essay contest that offers students in grades 9-12 an opportunity 
to compete for a $3,000, $1,500 or $750 award as they examine the First Amendment and the history and relevance 
of religious freedom in America and the world today.  For more information on this competition, please visit 
www.firstfreedom.org. Registration is due by Monday, November 24, 2008, and the postmark entry deadline is 
November 28, 2008. 

 
• Jan. 30, 2009 – The Idaho Dropout Summit has been scheduled at the Nampa Civic Center in Nampa.  More details 

to come. 
 


